218 High Road 


Levi Gladding (1839-1914) & Mary (Edwards?) (1839- 
1897). He was a farmer and worked in a machine shop. 
Italian villa 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 054 
1876 LeviGladding current owner: Arthur Urban _ Italian villa 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. ee 


1850 current owner: Susan Hubert 


Genealogy 


Levi Bronson Gladding was born in August 1839, the son of James and Martha Bronson 
Gladding. By 1876 he owned property at 218 High Road. He married Mary (Edwards?) (1839-1897). He 
was a farmer and worked in a machine shop. Levi died in May 1914. They are buried in West Lane 
Cemetery. 
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Berlin Historical Society photo 
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7 1. BUILDING (Common) 


Oj Built up Oj Tile 


APPROXIMATE OIMENSIONS 


27' x 40' 
‘a Fair 


.} Asphalt shingle 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES 
23 


ONDITION (Stew turad) 


O Excellent (x) Good 


V3 INTEGRITY (1.0 ation) 


On originol 
site [Jimeved 
REL O OUTBUILDIN OR LAND URES 


(x) Born a Shed ‘i Garage 
A pew Bl Shop DO Gorden 


1S. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


OD Open lond peed: i) Residential 
Indus- 
‘Be Commercial taal (J Rural 


oO Deteriorated 


(Alerations) 
[x] Yes [ No 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


Town No.: Site No.: 
em Teepe ty tit 


1F NR, SPECIFY 


O Actual L) Potential 


DISTRICT 
#054 


Ls [nr 
(Historic) 


Levi Gladding House 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE OUN 
Fe Berlin Kensington Hartford 
ra 5 R NO NUMBER (und or location) 
< A 
S| 218-20 High Road 2-3/10/60 
La 4. OWNER(S) ome D 
= 218 Hig oad oO ra 
‘Zz Urban, Arthur R. Kensington 06037 Public Private 
a » USE (Preseni) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE Y XPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: fa Yes L)ne O Yes Line 
“STYLE OF BUILDIN D OF CO UCTION 
Italian Villa c. 1876 
B. MATERIAL(S) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 
hi: 
LD) clopboord ea Asbestos Siding iB Brick Ceecin 
foundation 
Bw Wood Shingle 0 Asphalt Siding Fieldstone 
OD Boord & Batten 0 Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: Type: card 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
ik) Wood frame 0 Post and beam C) balloon 
Bi Load bearing masonry te] Structural iron or steel 
CT Other (Specify) — 
0. ROOF (Type) 
0 Goble Flot EJ Mansord OD Monitor ie sowtooth 
Other 
z OD Gombrel O Shed OC Hip GG Round (Specify) 
°o 
ts (Moterial) 
= Roll 
o O Wood Shingle Aspholt [2] Tin 0 Slote DO Gable end to the street 
wi Other 


(x) (Specify) not visible oO Ridge parallel to the street 


Chatecnoty 


e Excalien a} Good OD Foir 0 Deterioroted 


1F YES, EXPLAIN 


Siding 


hae 


| Other landscape feotures or buildings (Specify) 


OD Scottered buildings visible from site 


4 High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 
In area of High Road with scattered older houses; on large lot 


DESCRIPTION (Continued! °] COMPILED BY 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/in exterior) 


The Levi Gladding house has a three-bay front with a central entry. 
Windows are fitted with old 6-over-6 sash. The entry is protected 
by a small flat-roofed portico on simple square posts. The entry 
door is old if not original, with small lights over panels. The 
main roof cornice features large jigsaw brackets with pendants, a 
single front window in the frieze, and wide overhanging eaves. To 
the left is a glassed-in one-story porch and a two-bay rectilinear 
ell. An entry in the front of the ell has an original Victorian 
door with twin round-headed lights; above the entry is a single 
round-arched window. To the rear is.a lower two-story rear addition. 
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HISTORICAL OR ARCH URAL PO 


Architecturally, the Levi Gladding house is significant as a good 
example of the Italian Villa style. Based on the picturesque 
architecture of the Italian countryside, the Italian Villa stvle was 
most popular between about 1855 and 1885. Smaller examples such 

as the Levi Gladding house are recognized by their nearly square 
plans and wide, overhanging bracketed eaves, Later Italian Villas 
often borrow the exuberant wooden decoration of the Victorian 
Vernacular style, such as the cornice brackets on this example. 


The early history of this house is difficult to trace, but Levi 
Gladding appears to have obtained the property as a house lot in 
1876, and presumably built the house soon thereafter. He owned it 


until his death in 1914. , 


Berlin Land Records 40:29 (1876) 


